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11 APRIL 1980

EA Earecmr ?evers Use of

-‘.. [ By NomfAN KEMPSTIJR
R T o Vimas S wrlter B

WASHINGTON—Despxte somehmes heated opposmon
from ‘an_audience of newspaper: editors,” CIA Director
+Stansfield Turner said Thursday that hi§ agency will con-
“sider using journalists for intelligence purposes when the
desn'ed results cannot be obtained any other way. .

* In a question-and-answer session at the annual meeting
of the American Society of Newspaper: Editors, Turner
-said he did not understand why news orgamzahons would
- object to their employees working for. the CIA.

1

,;,Tumer said. “I don’t understand that.r" " :

“If you slant the news because you are on’ our- payroll :

" that's bad ." . but it is your choice whether a relationship
“with us, provxdmg mformatlon to us, somehow pxofanea
your wark,” he said.,

LOS ANGELES TIMES

> “What you are:saying is that:if youl accept an assxgn-. .
? ment from me to get some- mformatmn that can be very vi- .
“tal 1o our country, that’you ‘have. lost-'your* reedom,”~ ’

$ .. the journalists), we backed off.” a
.-“1 am sorry, 1 dont understand the connectlon thar. you .

make between serving your. country and bemg free," he .

_added. “I think you can do both.” + .- ORI

Eugene Patterson, editor of the St Petersburv (Fla ).

“Times, responded, “With due respect, I observe a fallure of
perception either on the part of you or on the part of us. I,

“for one, will attempt to elaborate o’ thls in the paves of the .

St. Petersburg Times.” " &

Patterson, New: York’ l'I‘xmes Executwe EdllOl‘*AM
Rosenthal and others complained that even ‘the' remote

possibility of CIA connections makes it difficult: for Amen-
can forelgn correspondents to operate overaeas i

’,

STAT

YOUIMZHS

In the wake of con"rcssmal mvcstxgnt ons of the CIA i in
the mid-1970s, then- ‘CIA Director George Bush adopted a
regulation prohibiting the agency from using full-time.
correspopdents for U.S. newspapers and broadcast media.
for secret operations, either mtell:g-,rce gathe'-m'-1r or other
purposes. . - |

Shortly after he bccme intelligence chxef in 1977 Tum- |
er modified the rule to permit the CIA to use full-time:
American journalists if such action was approved by the'
CIA chief. He said at the tlme that smh etceptxon: would
be extremely rare. :

Turner said Thursda); that in the last three years he had |

approved three plans to’ employ journalists in intelligence;
roles: He said: that each-of the plans fell through even
tlg)clmgh the Journalnsts mvolved were “periectly agree-
able.” .

. “The cxrcumstances didn’t mature as we had e\tpected
he said. “When we found it wasn't rea.ly essential (to use

:The same rules that, reotnct—-but do not prohlbxt—-the
use of Joumahats alao apply to clerc‘ymen and academics. -
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